
Life in^a^Literary Family Described bV^h^Author of Dodo
Family Affairs of the Bensons

A Charming Biographical Sketeh oi: an Intel-
lectual Fireside

OCR F.VMH.V AFPAIHS: 186T 1R96. B^'
g r Benaoti PublUrhW by tho Qeorfte
II Dora n Company.

\~\ Tl'.ll,E reading E. F. BensonV

^V Across the Stream, we were

conscious of "an inner voic^
that said "This is in parl

sotobiocraphy," Our secret mentor was

richt. Benson, in those really bewitch-
ng chapt^r? ut the beginning of Our
Ruajly Affairs. rrives the story o;'
"^.brr.cadr.bra," that cabalistic word,
and the masQiieradeof a wjnter's night.
8 raemory of childhood that defie<>
vears aad gray hairs; and the accoun

as siated 'n tis's book of 1921, paralk
closely the fictiona! narrative of u y'o;
-,,r two ago.

Ja&tjLactivcly, we link E. F. Benso
r.r.d tlui. IValpole in tht^ ability t-

haftk mantle of Time and c

oack to .' early teens and boyond, atxc
L-e in jlorioua accord with the pageant
iv sad romance of the golden

u:. .' ruth. We know of no booi:
r. ;re rank and file of mocle-rn British
...-¦.. irs.thcre's notaing American to

ntioned.that contains pas-
--..<.¦¦ .;. interpretation. speaking
throogh memory, equal to the chapters
0t Our Family Affairs that deal with
the springtime of the modern genera-
tion of the clan. What tots they were,
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THE WASTE
By GLADYS E. JOHNSON

/3tf LONELY house on the
j£m, sand dunesof the Pacific

Coast, a sinister Chinese
scrvant, the menace of an un-

namable danger, shbts in the
dark, strange comings and go-
ings in the house.there is a

thrill on every page of this new

mystery Elory from the West.
It is an arnazing piece of work.
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informal, frankly stated
ssions received by a dis-

;:: hed Belgian journalist
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t'*.ose children of Archbtshop Benson!
How they loyed and emuleted one an¬
other!
N-bly fine was the literary compan-ionship of the three brothers, Arthur

C, E. F. and Hugh. The first became
.i writcr of scholarly essays, limpid in
-jovcment, not deep in their searchingsinto the meaning3 pf conscious thingsnnd unconscious appearances of being,but ever nicely worded and satiafyingin their simple moods_ of cultured con-
tentment or gentle acceptance of the
imtoward and the inscrutable.
The second, from the days of Dodo
d The Image in the Sand. the second
:::npe and unexpected. won and held
family of interested and at times en-
tuSiastic readcrs. Ho touched life at
rv points. His tend.e-r satire, his

sasy dialogue, his questionings int.o
.' 3'iysteries of the unseen worlds cf
telepathy and of manifestations oi"
psychic phenomena, all these were and
:ire evidences of a mind not actually
restless, but viially int.erested in liflb.
Hugh, taking a step beyond the re-

served reysticism of E. F., went over
body and soul to the Catholic Church,
and his writings were tinted with the
rich hues of hi3 faith.
Our Family Affairs makes a comrade,

or rather a foil, for Margot Asquith's
two volunjes of autobiography and fire-
works in script. Benson, equable and
wholly just in his dealings with men
and women, is an anodyne for his

Icaustic, at times splenatic, country-
woman. ln fact, she slips into his book
on a page for a ljne or two.
However, we are not interested in

compartsens. We merely suggest a
study in contrasts. The two writers
moved in circles, social and literary,
that must have touched orbits fre-
quently. Benson's reminiscences of
Tennyson, faint, and of Browning,
strong, show this to have been so. Tho
latter's tacit.urnity when under fire of
question and praise is remarked upop
by Benson and a bit of a flash of pho-
tographic value gets through in Chap-
ter XI.

"Robert Browning," says Benson,
"preserved a cheerful silenee" (they
were at dinner and Austin Dobson had

jbeen referred to) "till some direct ques-
| tion was put to him. Then drinking
off his port he made a notable phrase:
rWell, some people like carved cherry-
stones.'"
We read of Benson at Eton and at

Cambridge, *of his awakening to the.
beauties of classical literature, of his
researches along archselogical lines.
But we are, all the time, watching the
development to maturity of his mind,
the growth of his,desire and power to
write. His own rather na'ive account

j of his sending his hastily pen-.written
manuscript of Dodo to Henry James
for the latter's perusal and criticism,
with amusin-j results irf* matters of
elderly kindness and youthful asser-

{tion and succeeding uncertainties,

delightful in the light it throws on both
m«:i.

There are nodes ln She histories of
aii famiiies. One came to E. F. Ben¬
son, the first roomentous pause in the
story of hie own Jittle 6roup, with the
death of his father. His father andmother had gone to Hnwnrden to visit
the Gladstones. In his own words, the
book closes thus*

"They had all gone to early com-
muniqn on Sunday mprning, and walked
again to church for the 11 o'clock
service. Mrs-Gladstone and they were
ir. a pew together, and during the con-
fession my father sank back from his
upright kneeling, and did no more than
sigh. He bowed him-*elf before his
Lord, as be met Him face to face."
Much as we wish th**t this simple,

faithfuland yet illuminating story of
a reniarkable family might have been
continued at lenst down to the yea^s
of the war, we ferl that E. F. Benson
was rjght in closing, in lay ing down
his p«n when he did. For we finish
Our Family Affairs with the feeling
that here is a book from the heart of
cne who loves and has loved greatly,
a revelatory document propcrly sealcd
at the eoming of a neoment when dark¬
ness descenderi for an hour.

School Life
Ian Hay Recalls Only the

Lighter Side
THB LIGHTEK BWB OF SCHOOI. LIFE
By Ian .Hay. Published by HoughtonMirrlin Company.
FEW writers escape the common

urge to set down at somfe time or
other in their career an account

of their school days. Usually they
postpone it until they have reached the
point where they can look back and .
say: "Ah, there! those were the
happy days!" And consequently they
write.as Ian Hay has done.of the
lighter side of school life.
But what of the darkcr side? How

can we have-any truth about the mat¬
ter until some one does the ghastly
dull, dreary side as well?
Major Ian Hay Leith wrote of his

school days before the war, before The
First Hundred Thousand. The volume
had an obscure publication in this
country, obscure because before Major
Beith began to write of training camp
life he had few American readers.
He dissects the schoolboy rather too

coldly to catch all the humor, but he is
rretty human about it and always
readable. We Jikvd best his descrip-
tion of the .tortures experienced by the
boy with his "people'" up for the exer-
cises.
"A schoolboy with his 'people' in

town neither expects nor desircs the
society of hjs friends," he writes. "His
father. may be genial, his mother
'.¦harming, his sister pretty; but in the
jaundiced eyes of their youthful host
they are nothing more or less than a

gang of lepers.to be segregated from
all communication with the outer
world; to be conveyed from one point
to another as stealthily as possible;
and above all to be kept out of the
way of masters."

Triumphs of a Golf Champion
"Chick" Eya'iis Records Thrilling Moments on

the Links
"CHICK" HJVANS' GOLF BOOK. By
Charles ("Chick") Evana jr. .Published"
for Thomas E. Wilson ,K: Co. by the
Rellly & Lee Company.
GHARLES ("CHICK") EVANS

JR., ^
national amateur golf

champion, has written a full
account of his golfing career

from the cradle, which he first occupied
at lndianapolis, July lg, 1890, to the
pcak of his fortunes, reached last Sep-
tein^er, when he defeated Francis
Ouimet in the finals at Roslyn, L. I.

In the golfing world Mr. Evans holds
an enviable position. In 1916 he won

the "double crown"; that is, he gained
both the national amateur and pro¬
fessional titles, a feat never accom-
plished before by any other golfer in
this country. Almost continuously
since 1909 he has held the Western
amateur title, besides many other
lesser honors which have come to him.
He tells the story of it all, as his pub-
lishers suggest, i without permitting
"false modesty to rob the narrative of
the thrills." In- fact he does more

fhan this. He tells not only what
actually happened and how he felt
himself, but he quotos what the papers
had to say about it.
For example, when he sank the final

putt that gave him the title at the
Merion Cricket Club in 1916, he writes
that he received what one of the papers
called "the greatest ovation ever given

to an American golfer." His own
comment is:

"I am no judge of that, but I do
know that a Philadelphia gallery is a
delightful one."
Mr. Evans took up golf seriously

when he was eight years old as a caddie
at the Edgewater Club, near Chicago.
Since that time he has seldom gone
many hours without a golf club in his
ha**ds. Even the war did not interrupt
his activities, for he played golf for
ihe benefit of the Red Cross.
He writes that among his highly

treasured mementos there is a set of
resolutions passed by the Edgewater
Club reciting "how I had been on tho
road almost constantly, from April 23
to October 5, in the interest of Bfid
Cross golf; how I had played in forty-
one' different cities, traveling approxi¬
mately 26,000 miles, and how I had as-
sisted in raising $300,000 under the
management of the Western Golf As¬
sociation."
While Mr. Evans's book will have an

extraordinary interest among golfers,
both as a historical record and as a key
to how it is done, there will be sweet
solace for the duffers in some chapters.
Even champions, it seems, have their
moments of indulging in the well-
known alibi, As good a loser' as
"Chick" Evans has the reputation of
being, he has perfectly good alibis for
many of his failures. A forgotten over-
coat, a butterfly op the opponent's ball,
rheumatism in the right heel, a badly-
behaved caddie.all these are important
factors in the winning and losing of
champiohsfaips.
When Francis Ouiroet got out of a

sick bed at Pittsburgh to play Evans
in the second round of the national
amateur in 1919 Evans was suffering
from neuritis. But "in spite of the
weather and our illnesses" they both
played pretty well. Going to the
thirty-sixth they were all even. Both
made good drives. Here we will let Mr.
Evans continue:

"Ouimet's second shpt went ipto a;
bunker at the side of the green, but,
fortunately for him, the lie was com-

paratively good. Mine went into the
long grass and, unfortunately for me,
the lie was very bad. Ouimet made a j
good out and dropped to witbin ten
feet of the cup. My shot from the
rough was fifteen feet away. I tried
for my putt and missed by a few
inches. Ouimet sank his and the gal-
lery cheered wildly.

"I shook hands with the victor and
the crowd rushed to congratulate him.'
i found myself standing entirely alone
-*nd went back unnoticed to the eiub-
house."
Around such thrilling moments is the

hopk co-vccived. _j

Z£ F. BENSON, author of Dodo and other books, as he
. ivas at tiventy-sixi_

American Guide Book in Free Verse
John Gould Fletcher's Breakers and Granite an

Ambitious Effort
By Malcolm Cowley

BREAKERS AND GRANITE. By John
Gould Fletcher. Published by the Jlao-
millan Company.

BREAKERS AND GRANITE is the
record of John Gould Fleteh-
er's journeys across this con-

tinent; one might almost call
it a guide book in free verse to these
United States.

The volume opens when the vessel
that bears him is towed through New
York harbor. He des-cribes Manhattan,
New England, Chicago; not in terms
of the roughneck rhapsodies of Car!
Sandburg pr of the flatulent "inter-
pretations" of Young Georgian novel-
ists on a lecture tour, but with sort
of hard and cruel beauty that one
has not been taught to expect from
American poets. He travels down the
Mississippi into the Old South, then
westward into Arizona.

His journeying, indeed, is not only
through space, but through time; he
goes back to the slaughter of the buf¬
falo, to the Civil War, to the age of
clipper ships. To say that his sub-
ject is tremendous is a flat and obvi-
ous statement. Especially it is a gigan-
tesque theme for Mr. Fletcher, who
has expressed himself frequently
horetofore, in mediums as brief and
delicate as the hokku.

Breakers and Granite, in other words,
is an attempt at something approaching
infinity, and there is a question
whether tbe attempt is well advised.
There is a limit to the bigness of the
impression which any one book can

convey. Take Romain Rolland, for ex-

ample. He tried to explain the artis¬
tic consciousness completely in one

huge novel, and yet what one remem-

bers out of Jean-Christophe is not the
general effect, but the beauty of some
of the disconcected passages. Bar-
busse, who attempted in one volume
to create a general impression of
war, succeeds only ip* creating a few
vivid sketches of its incidents. And
so with Fletcher. Inasmuch as his
volume makes this attempt at bigness,
inasmuch as it tries to be the atlas
and epiftome of a nation, the Great
Arnericap Novel in verse, it is prac-
tically foredoomed to failure. The in¬
dividual poems have beauty and vital¬
ity, but not the general conception of
the volume. The America he describes
is not a unified organisni; it is another
case where the sum of the parts is
jreater than the whole.

It is among these parts, then, that
>ne must look for the excellences of
;he volume. He photographs the con-

;inent from strsnge angles and ele-
rations. For example, he says of the
and along which Hendrik Hudson
.oasted that it was "A continept of
forests, out of which twelve gre,at
.ivers Merrimac, Conpecticut, Hud-
son, Delaware, Susquehanna, Potomac,
lames, Roanoke, Peedee and Santee.
Savannah and Altamaha.rise and pour
:heir waters into the ocean." Out of
lis impressions of Manhattan he
:hooses such random pictures as that
jf an old Jewish cemetery or of the
rcewgawed lawns of an inn overlooking
:he Hudson; in other words, he knows
iiis city well enough to go bcyond the
;onventional and expected paaans tp the
skyscrapers. He finds in New England
i symbolic expression of the strngg'.o
)f the whole nation.it is the combat
between the breakers and the granite
soulders of the shore; between the)
iisintegrating forces and those solid
lualities of the nation which remain
ind withstand. It is from this con-
.ict that he has taken the name of the
.olume.
Mr. Fletcher is peculiarly qualified

"or these unusual pictures of portions
)f our continent because he is an

Vmerican who has spent a large por-
;{*.** of his life abroad. He thus is
ible to combine the perspective of the
"oreigner with the familiarity of the
lative. In his description of a voyagt*
lown the Mississippi this combination
.hows to unusually good effect; he is;
ible to lend distance and a pleasin^;
¦xoticism tp a description of bis own
and.somethiog which few poets have
)o«q fM« to wHwe, Ibf«« i« t-jat I

-_____!

absolute stillness of noonday on the
river; the mystery of a night landing;
the full moon over the water. , .

Flingivg its are of silver bubbles, quickly
shifts the moon

From side to side of us as wc go down
its path;

I sit on the deck at midnight and watch
it slipping and sliding

Under my tilted chair, like a thin fxlrn of
spilt water.

lt is wcaving a river of light to take the
place of this river;

A river where we shall drift all night,
then come to rcst in its shallovjs;

And then I shall wake from my drowsi-
ness and look down from some dim
treetop

Over white lakes of cotton, like moon-
fields on every side.

A large part of the volume is written
in another medium.polyphonic prose.
Here he is not so perfectly at home.
The form is not so individual to him;
there are suggestions of Paul Fort, and
at times an identity of purpose with
Amy Lowell. Yet even in this barbarous
form.wh*ich personally I consider a
deformed and illegitimate offspring of
prose and poetry.he writes passages
which are astonishingly successful. He
has a trick of using all varieties of
material: legend and chantey and his-
tory and personal observation, and of
eoordinating, them to produce a single
unified impression. One rememberg es¬

pecially the end of "Clipper Ships,"
where a ghostly, square-rigged vessel,
with all sails set, cuts across the bow
of an ocean liner. The steamer hails
its visionary companion:
Hoarsely came back this answer from

the sail: "Challenge is our name: Amer¬
ica our nation: Bully VVaterman our

master: we can beat Creation."
And it's 'way, Rio;
Way.hay.hay, Rio;
O fare you well, my pretty young girl,
For we're bound to the Rio Grande.

I have said that the broad conception
of the volume is a failure, but its fail-;
ure is rather glorious. It is in short
passages, such as the two quoted
(there are many others), that his
talent becomes apparent. By fixing de-
fmitiv.ely the sentiment of a landscape
or the geography of a sentiment he at-
tains a magnificence which the volume
as a whole just misse3 in the attain-
ment.

A Survey of American Literature
Wide Field Covercd by Experts in ConcludingVolumes of Cambridge History
THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF AMERI¬
CAN LITERATURE. Vbls. 111 and IV.
Edtted by William Peterfieid Trent,
John Erskine, -Stuart P. Sherman and
Carl Van Doren. Published by G. P.
Putnarn's Sons. '*

THESEV two volumes mark the
completion of a monumental
work. The Cambridge History
presents an exhaustive survey

of American literature in every field
down to the end of the nineteenth cen¬

tury. The magnitude of the work may
be judged from the fact that the bib-
liographies alone take up almost two
hundred pages, and the, volumes are

a triumph of American scholarship and
criticism, The chapters on individual
authors and Jiterary groups are written
by experts, but they ar» free from ver-
bosity and pedantry. The history i$
not only impressive and 'informative,
it is also highly interesting and emi-
nently readable.

Special interest in the third volume
is attached to the criticisms of three
outstanding American novelists.Mark
Twain, William Dean Howells and Henry
James. Stuart P. Sherman pays a state-
ly tribute to the genius and personality
of the author of Huckleberry Finn.

A Tribute to Mark Twain
"M V k Twain is one of our great

representative men. He is a fulfilled
promisa of American life. He proves
the virtues of the land and the society
in which he was born and fostered. He
incarnates the spirit of an epoch of
American history when the nation,.ter-j
ritorially and spiritually enlarged, en-
tered lustily upon new adventures. In
the retrospect he looms for us with
Whitman and Lincoln, recognizably his
countrymen, out of the shadows of the
Civil War, an unmistakable native son
'of an eager, westward-moving people.
unconventional, self-reliant, mirthful,;
profane, realistic, cynical, boisterous,'
popular, tender-hearted, touched with
chivalry and permeated to the mafrow
of his bones with the sentiment of
democratic society and with loyalty to
American institutions." j

Professor Sherman gives a well bal-
anced account of Mark Twain's life and
work, emphasizing the sturdy original-
ity of his creative taient.
Howells is ably discussed by. Carl

Van Doren. He helped to introduce
the realistic tradition into our litera¬
ture, although his realism never car¬
ried him to very violept or startling
lengths. Although self-educated, he
accommodated himself very readily to
the requirements of classical stvle. His
many novels, with their almost un-
broken succession of happy endings,
seem perhaps too consistently sunny to
-tho-e who have fed upon the strong
fare of Dostoievsky and Zola. Yet
Howells was certainly a shrewd ob-
server of human nature; and his long
list of writings constitutes a* valuable
record of American social life. Dr.
Van Doren mentions the strong in-
fluence, of Tolstoy upon Howells in
his latest years. The spirit of the
great Russian is reflected in Altruria,
Howells's attempt to envjsage an ideal
community.
The delicate and elusive quality of

Henry James is adequately savored by
Joseph Warren Beach. Professor
Beach compares James with Pater: both
men were preeminently literary im-
pressionists, eager to explore and de-
fine the most minutely differentiated
shades of sensation.
The development of history during

the last half of the nineteenth century
is analyzed by Professor John Spen-
cer Bassett. During this period his¬
tory became more scientific and less j
literary in its character. It became
more technical and lost favor with the
general reading public. Lately men
like Beard, Robinson, Cheney^ and
Schapiro have done much to give his-
tory a new birth in humanism.

Newspapers and Magazines
The growth and popularization of

newspapers and magazines after the
Civil War is described in chapters by

How oil came to the
c a 111 e-country; a ro-

mance of the ranges hy
the author of "The Big-
Town Round-Up."

WILLIAM MacLEOD RAINE
Look for the Raine brand,
a sign of western stories
that ring true.

$2.00 at all books.tores.
Houghton Miffliti Co.
16 E. 40th St. N. Y.

THEVWLVETBLACK
By RICHARD VVASHBURN CHILD

Author of "The Vanishing Men"
JUST SUPPOSE that you woke to find your husband

and a burglar shooting at. each other in the velvet black of
midnight.that you eounted the shots and -knew beyond
question that one man had a buliet left with which to kiU.
but which ? This does not begin to express the suspense and
thrill of thefirst of these briilfajat, powerful,dramatic stories.
$2.00. Obtainable through any bookstore or direct from
E. F. PUTTOfti & CO., 681 Flifia Ayc.?f)l^w york

m

William B. Cairns aad Frank W. Seott.
Among the outstanding journalistic
tendencies of the time may be men-
tioned the passing of the old dominant
editorial personalities, the adoption of
a less vir^ulent tone in personal and po¬
litical controversies, and the enormous
expansion of agencies for collectiag
news. The magazines ^nerally aban-
doned the heavy -.one which char-
acterized the periodicals of the early
nineteenth century and adapted thera-
selves to the demands of a greatly ex-
tended circulation.
The fourth volume begins with a

rather brief summary of the work of
the leading economists by Professor
Edwin R. A. Seligman. Various sub¬
jects. somewhat apart from the main
current of American literature are dis¬
cussed in chapters entitled Scholars,
Patriotic Songs and Hymns, Oral
Literature," Popular Bibles, Book Pub-
lishers and Publishing, and the English
Language ia America. Three non-
English elements in American litera¬
ture are recognized; and the produc¬
tions of German, French and Yiddish
writers are described. Mary Austin
contrifeutes an interesting chapter on
American aboriginal literature, the
sopgs and sayings of the Indians.
The history conveys an impression

of massive and imperishable scholar-
ship. It is an encyclopedia of infor-
mation about individual writers and
their works, and it cliwifies the most
important tendencies in our national
literature by its sound and penetrating
criticism. It is an achievement of
which editors and contributors alike
_ay well be proud.

The Sixth Sense
Novel of London Pictures
Life Befpre the Late War
THE SIXTH SENSE. By Stephen Mc-

K-r.n*. Geonse H. Dorsa Company.

THE novels of Stephen McKenna,
have appeared in a qaeer, rather
tfisorderly sequence. He got the

attention of a huge public with h;_
Sonia, one of the five or six real fJrit-
ish novels of the war, and then, hsv-
injr stepped out of his study to a high¬
way of fasae, he gave us stories that
carried Sonia nnd her frieads on to
new and at times disturbing relation*.
and ejcperiences. Then he switched
back to a period that, definitely charted,
lies in one or two ante-bellum years,
and wrote, or dng up, revamped and
published, Sheiia Intervenes and The
Sixtb Sense, both highly colored and
tense novels of life in circles of tha
elect of London in 1912 and 1913.
The true, unmistakable hero of

The Sixth Sense is Lambert Aintree.
the "Seraph," a young man with a

strange ability to for.tell events anri
to catch on the mirror of his mind acts
of his intimates who are distant at the
times of this capturing. The story is
told by one Merivale, who rcturas to
London after a twenty years' absence
to find himself head over heels in the
chaos of the suffrage movement. The
girl Aintree loves and the young wom¬
an Merivale learns to love are caught
in the eddying whirl of the physicsl
violence phase of the feminist cam¬

paign, and the stormy -ncment.it is i

tempestuous one.arrive. when one oi'
the two women has the other abducteu
for political purposes. The "Seraph's"
sixth sense gets to work instanter an*
we have a chaptcr that tands right up
on its feet and dares Srerlock Holtnes
to do his worst or his best. As a stud:
of the uneasy London of 1913 thia
novel has value as a critique of con-

temporary manners, modes and mood*.

.......^.._.._._._________¦_____

FortheDiscriminatingIf you like real books, books packcd with action and emorion, bookswith a big story to tell, books that conquer you and whirl you irresisri-bly right into the life they portray, making you an actor, a breathless
parbcipant, in their scenes.in short, if you like the best in fiction.
you can't go wrong in reading these norels. Start now.

DUST
Mr. & Mrs. E. Haldeman-Julius $fJ5

A big new novel of the Middle-Wesi, deserving to stand with the re-markable successes of last season. Just ready.

CONVICT B 14
R. K. Weeks $1.90

"Ought to be one of the most popular norels of the season.'*
.N. Y. Tribune.

THE MAN OF GOLD
Blance-Fombona $2.00

"Stands forth among the deluge of recent noyels as something worthwhile.".Pittsburg Dispatch.

IN CLAY AND IN BRONZE
Brinsley MacNamara $2.00

"The best and most complete account of a pecubar and ugnitkantphase of contemporary Irish life." -N. Y. Evening Post.
PubJishers: BRENTANQ'S, Fifth Avenue & 27th Street, New York

Balkanized EuropeA Study m Political Analysis and Reconstruction
By PAUL SCOTT MOVVRER
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